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Across the globe, children affected by neglect, violence and displacement are far from 

attaining the goal of education. Geographical areas having conflict due to armed, 
sociopolitical, ethnic, cultural and so on, often go unreported, especially, in terms of its 

impact among children belonging to such geographical zones. Within cultural contexts, 
schooling and education of a girl child remain more vulnerable due to several such 

constraints. Consequently, the hidden crisis of education in such geographical areas has 

become a global challenge, which needed serious intervention in terms of research, so as 
to understand pertaining issues comprehensively and devise pragmatic mechanism to deal 

with it. This is also because there is an international demand upon areas in terms of 
research. The present study is a part of ongoing Ph.D. research which was conceived and 

formulated on a wide canvas of girl children of Mewat- Haryana. The research was 
formulated in contexts of Meo girl children living and seeking individual and collective 

significance. It addresses meaning making of their existence, despair and hope, growth and 
empowerment, identity, freedom, security and so on. The result of the study shows that in 

spite of conflict, constraints, violence, exclusion and vulnerability, the Meo girls who had 

remained abysmally low in the field of education due to their external socio-cultural, 
economic and other situations reflect strong positive change of attitude towards education. 

Though slow, these girls have made their presence felt in their schooling, crossing 
boundaries of constraints ranging from economic to socio-cultural and so on. In spite of 

their massacred childhood due to their unique tradition, their hope for better education 
has kept breathing and did not die down. The findings reflect their strong determination 

and positive worldview towards their life.  
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Introduction:  

Children affected by neglect, violence and displacement often remained marginalized in 

context of achieving optimum level in education. Geographical areas that see such social 

contour due to socio-political, ethnic, cultural or other types of conflicts, often go largely 

unreported, especially, in terms of its qualitative impact among children belonging to such 

zones (EFA Monitoring report, 2011:2). Consequently, the hidden crisis of education in such 

geographical areas has become a global challenge. Such geographical areas often perpetuate 

inequalities and desperation undermining the prospects of boosting growth and 
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empowerment. This is why it demands international response in terms of research in general 

and qualitative research in particular.   

 

The absence of coping mechanisms among children belonging to such geographical areas 

makes them further vulnerable especially in terms of both-the psychological, as well as, the 

physical effects and its disruptions within their own home and geographical locations. It is 

found that researches have not given proper relevance to such field of study. Either such area 

of study has been ignored or neglected especially in India at optimum level. Such issues at 

policy level also involve complex internal dimensions where reputation of the country 

remains involved. This is why, in spite of having stable government, the country often remain 

in self-denial mode of such short comings. Thus, the government often attempts to portray 

their best clean image to the external world. Consequently, the children from such 

geographical zones are often devoid of any aids and assistance, either, from their own 

country, or, from outside world. If we try to look at the patterns of inequality in education in 

India, we find several correlates consistent and significant with several aspects ranging from 

caste, class, region and religion. However, it also widely reflects in terms of gender and 

poverty, as well as, children belonging to conflict zone geographical areas. Thus, we find a 

complex intersection in the production of persistent educational exclusion. Navlakha, (2016) 

points out that  

“inequality the staggering death toll, unsolved crimes of rapes, massacres, enforced 

disappearances, and the orphans, widows, half-widows, and lakhs of people suffering 
from trauma and PTSD are issues that are pushed to the margins and simply do not 

become part of the public discourse in India. (p.2/5)”  

Meos are one of the communities who have remained at fringe of development with regard 

to education. We find ample of research evidence which provide understanding upon the 

educational plight of the community members. The history of Meos has been one of 

resistance to imperial rule, whether it was Mughal, Rajput or British, living in the vicinity 

of Delhi. They have remained in constant conflict with the Muslim monarchs of the 

imperial capital. Ravaged by regular drought and famine, bands of Meos often swarm into 

Delhi for loot and plunder, provoking violent reprisals from the Delhi Sultans. In the 

present day situation too, Meos in their region are very poor and depend on rain for 

agriculture and animal husbandry. The condition of the Meos are hopeless as they live 
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largely from hand to mouth, carelessly contracting debt for marriages, funerals and petty 

luxuries even in average years. Whenever year of drought comes, they become indebted to 

the money lenders.   

Actually, the identity of Meos especially the girls in contexts of the present research 

generates social and psychological insecurities, which affects them in a multiple way. This 

in general, raises the issues of their right to education which is often denied in their own 

homeland and leads to their further marginalization. Goldscheider & Uhlenberg, (1969) 

refer to two factors under such situation. First, the desire for acculturation and second the 

desire for social and economic mobility. Apart from these, I believe that there are 

psychological issues involved in it. This is because, the girls in neglected as well as 

conflict prone geographical areas are often found to be aware of their identity that it is not 

only seen as an alien, but, also to be dominated, exploited, ruled and made politically 

impotent by curbing their voices against exploitation (Engineer, 1991). Such assertion of 

identity in case of girls located comparatively in other geographical areas is often not 

regarded with the same hostility. Under these backdrops shaping of the experiences, 

worldview with regard to education and life aspiration of Meo girls was explored in 

tandem in respect of the global events and movements.   

Within cultural contexts, schooling and education of Meo girl children remain more 

vulnerable due to several other problems. Looking to the all India data collected on 

dropout of girls in general suggests that the number of dropout shows increasing trends. 

The 2015 data at all India level among girls shows higher rate of dropout in comparison to 

2014 and 2013. At the same time period of 2013-2014 and 2014-2015, the dropout figure 

has gone further up to 9% from 3% and 7% respectively.  

Table-1: Dropout trend of girls over the years 

Component 2013 2014 2015 

Dropouts  4%  7%  9%  

   (Source: Global Monitoring Report 2016)  
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If we try to locate the reasons for the dropout among girls, we find that global monitoring 

report-2016 prioritize five top reasons (hierarchically from top to bottom) of dropout among 

girls as economic, academic, migration, marriage and demotivation. The financial issues 

remained the top reasons of dropout among girls. Not having better avenues with regard to 

academic opportunity that could provide better job prospects and bright future is the second 

most important reasons for dropping out among girls. The negative impact of migration upon 

girls’ education comparatively remained much higher than that of boys. Therefore, it was 

found that migration remained the third most important reasons of dropping out of girls. This 

was followed by marriage of girls and demotivation with regard to education which led to 

their dropping out from education.   

In spite of all hurdles, the reflection of positive change of attitude among Meo girls are 

visible from the fact that many of these girls have made their presence felt in the school 

which was not the situation earlier. The secondary sources (Bhatti, 1998; Ahmad, 2005) 

suggest that education among Meo girls have remained abysmally lower (1.76%) in India 

before its becoming a district. At all India level, the number if enrolment of girls show better 

statistics (see table-2). However, the dropout level of girls shows increasing trends with 

increasing stages in education (See table-3).  

Table-2: Number of female/100 males enrolled by stages of education   

Year   Primary   Upper primary  Secondary  Sr. Secondary  Higher Education  

2011-12  93  90  84  81  80  

2012-13  94  95 89  87  81  

2013-14  93  95 89  89  85  

2014-15  93  95 91  90  85  

Source: Educational Statistics, Government of India-2016 (table-23)  

 

 

Table-3: Average annual dropout rate in school education (all categories girls in 

percent) 

Year   Primary   Upper primary  Secondary  Sr. Secondary  

2011-12  5.34  3.20  NA  NA  

2012-13  4.66  4.01  14.54  NA  

2013-14  4.14  4.49  17.79  1.61  

Source: Educational Statistics, Government of India-2016 (table-25) 
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Table-4: Literacy and sex ratio in rural Mewat-2001 & 2011  

Tehsil  Literacy rate  Sex ratio  

 Male  Female  Total  All  Child (0-6)  

 2001  2011  2001  2011  2001  2011  2001  2011  2001  2011  

Taoru  70.5  89.05  34.5  73.53   53.6  81.70  884  886  880  807  

Nuh  61.8  77.91  23.2  60.47  43.6  69.62  891  912  888  942  

Firozpur 

Jhirka  

56.7  79.20  17.4  58.66   38.0  69.35  904  909  894  852  

Punhana   53.6  78.98  15.3  52.72   35.3  66.41  910  915  904  902  

Mewat  

District  

59.9  69.94  21.6  36.60  41.8  54.08  894  907  891  906  

Haryana  75.4  84.06  49.3  65.94  63.2  75.55  866  879  823  834  

Source: Village level directory, Census, 2001& 2011 

The statistics shows that Meo girls are the most disadvantaged and backward as compared to 

others (see table-4). However, in the preceding decades the perception of the Meos 

community has changed and many Meos children especially girls are coming forward to take 

education. The positive perception for education among Meos also reflect from the census 

reports which shows, that, the literacy rate among Meos girls in Mewat has increased up to 

36.60% (census, 2011) which was 23.90% according to 2001 census report. The increasing 

number of enrolment of Meo girls in schools, in spite of the several constraints, suggest that 

they have realized the importance of education and are determined to come forward 

discarding their cultural veil. Actually, these girls comprise the poorest and most 

disadvantaged group, as, they are the victim of circumstances which further marginalizes 

them from education. Therefore, it was necessary to analyse their socio-political, cultural and 

other situation that has marred their education (Kamat, 1981). Actually, the partition of India 

and their deliberate neglect on the part of the government has marred its longer impact on 

their education and employment of the Meos. Thus, in order to understand the education of 

the Meos more comprehensively, a systematic, analytical approach was adopted to 

understand and unravel their problem and understand it in context of their total situation.   

 



Volume 7, Issue II, March 2018, ISSN: 2277-1255  
BHARTIYAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATION & RESEARCH  

A quarterly peer reviewed International Journal of Research & Education 

 

 

*Assistant Professor, CTE, Nuh, Maulana Azad National Urdu University, Hyderabad 

**Head, Dept. of Education, Central University of Haryana, Jant Pali, Mahendergarh          6 

 

In these contexts, the research had been taken up and proposed to have deeper observational 

study relating to different dynamics that impacts the lives of the Meo girls in multiple ways. 

Thus, the research was conceived and formulated on a wide canvas of Meo girl children in 

context of their living and seeking individual and collective significance and meaningmaking 

about their existence, self and the others. It also relates to their despair and hope, growth and 

empowerment, identity, freedom and security and so on- which are interconnected and 

impinge on one another.   

 

Reflections upon Methodology:  

The study is a qualitative research written in a descriptive form. Apart from the exploration of 

related literature and secondary sources, extensive in-depth interviews were conducted with 

Meo girl children in three schools located in three blocks of Mewat-Haryana. Focus group 

discussions (FGD) with parents, teachers, and other key persons of the community have also 

been done from various angles so as to understand the imbedded issues comprehensively. 

Participant and non-participant observation also helped in gathering data. Diaries, letter 

writings, drawing, and notes of the Meo girls were also explored to understand issues 

comprehensively.  

 

Analysis of the data: The reflective trends  

On the basis of the collected information, the data were processed initially in a master sheet 

and further has been classified, analysed and interpreted in consonance with the objectives of 

the study. The major emerging trends with regard to the result of the study are presented 

below thematically in headings and subheadings for focused understanding.  

Meo girl children and their worldviews:   

Millions of children across the globe live in varied circumstances. It is alarming that many of 

them encounter enumerable hurdles in their geographical habitat. Traditionally, most of the 

Meo girls remained involved in animal husbandry and household chores which leave no 

space for them to concentrate upon their studies after their school hour which lead to their 
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poor academic result and educational aspiration. Consequently, many among them do not see 

school timing in consonance with their daily routine as it coincides with their involvement in 

agricultural work, animal husbandry, fetching drinking water, preparing food and so on. 

However, in spite of these engagements, they regularly come to school realizing the 

importance of education, though many a times, a little late from the official timing of the 

school. The school in turn, remained accommodating in the beginning with regard to timing. 

Once the Meo girls, as well as, their parents became accustomed to the timings of the classes, 

the proper timing of the school began to be followed, but still many girls reach late to the 

school. A girl at school in Nuh said,  

“I getup early in the morning for prayer and finish all the household chores which 
make me late in reaching school. I try to reach school in time but who will look after 

the household work. Every day I have to fetch water (drinking) from 1 km.”  

(Excerpt: G-1/N, Translated)  

 

Factually, the Meo girls who are the victim of their circumstances are broken, instable, and 

lack of better educational opportunity. Actually, in the absence of role model for them in their 

vicinity, the Meo girls encounter and struggle for their educational survival and negative 

attitudes of the male dominated social world, which needs constant intervention for its 

positivity and change. The interaction with the children revels that, these children have a deep 

sense of estrangement of the place of in context of their educational development. The only 

single Meo girl who works as a teacher in the sample school said,   

“…I passed out from this school with great difficulty. Madam, male members of our 

community are illiterate. Our achievement in their sight does not mean anything to 

them. Even, my own uncle always prompted my father to take me out of the studies. I 
am the lone girl in this village who have come so far in studies. Even in the 

neighbourhood everyone prompted my father to drop me out of the school...”  

(Excerpt: G -5/T, Translated)  

 

Many Meo girl children desired to come out of their geographical habitat due to prolong 

under development of the area and discouragement of the male members of their community. 

However, majority of them have no choice and are unable to migrate from their geographical 

habitat due to their poor economic background and absence of better opportunity for them. 

This is because majority of them consider that they could not compete in the contesting world 
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of educational opportunity where they find themselves educationally inferior to others having 

better educational opportunity. Further, coming out of the situation depends upon the 

individual circumstances in relation to their habitat. Most of the respondents have been 

socialized in an environment which is traditionally male dominated. As a result, the ‘given’ 

roles of girls are already defined. This defined given role is taken by these girls as their ‘fate’ 

which discourage majority of them to resist their circumstances or change the existing social 

norms. Hence, the Meo girls have a long and deep impact of non-changing environment.  

However, the same social environment is also working for their liberation of thoughts as it 

has also made them strong and brave to face the existing circumstances and change their fate 

by their hard work and determination. Though, every child provided a different and 

distinctive way of stating their story but, the common among them was relating to their 

education which they were determined to achieve for whatever they had to do for it. This 

shows their positive worldviews towards their educational attainment. The excerpt given 

below suggests the same.  

I love to study and my papa gifted me a watch when I stood first in IX class. Every day, 

my papa drops me at school. Commuting to the school on our own is difficult. There 
should be a school bus for us. I want to study science, but, we do not have biology 

teacher in the school. We face lots of difficulties in study. But I will continue to study in 
the college also.  

(Excerpt: G -11/T, Translated) 

 

Evading worries: The community outreach and the Meo girl children  

Along with the economic hardship in realising educational desires, absence of better quality 

schools in Mewat, lack of motivational path that could guide them to have better outcome in 

terms of higher education and leading them to have better jobs and employment opportunity 

and so on, were more reflective during the conversation with the children. School opened by 

Maulana Azad National University at Nuh catered to some of their worries. The regular 

contact of the school staffs with the parents and children opened up a path for the Meo girl 

children to realize their dream. As a consequence, the Meo girls showed tremendous positive 

outcome in terms of enrolment and regularity in the school. In turn, the regularity of the girls 

has provided hope and relief to the Meo girls in terms of realizing their educational desire. 
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The conversation with the principal suggests that due to community outreach and developing 

trust among the community members, the school has increased the number of its students.   

… When we started this school, only 15 students were there. Now you can see, there are 

five hundred children in this school. Out of these children, 250 are girls and they come 
regularly to the school. Madam, it is because we have been able to create trust in the 

community. This became possible because of our constant outreach to the community. 
But we have to still do a lot…   

 (Excerpt: HM/N)  

 

In spite of being at the younger age and facing emotional, educational and other social 

challenges, the positive hope has lead the children become confident and strengthened in their 

coping mechanism for the stress that they get due to non-changing environment. Actually, 

there is a lack of legal regulations in context of the UN convention of rights of the child and 

the management of institution which have extreme poor facilities and mechanisms for better 

nurturing of the children in this area. Patricia, (2007) who conducted a research in Caribbean 

suggested that a separate legal provision for the welfare of the marginalized children should 

be devised for their better development. However, this study was conducted in context of 

institutional care homes where poor preventive mechanisms and lack of monitoring 

mechanisms for children residing in the institutional care homes remain a usual phenomenon. 

Though I understand that such specific programme focussing the most educationally 

marginalized community such as the Meos, are essential. However, I was unable to trace such 

specific programme on the part of the government in case of Meos in general, and, Meo girls 

in particular, even when there are several research evidences suggesting their educational 

backwardness. Chalking out such focussed programme could bring better outcome with 

regard to the Meo girls.  

Trust deficit and the sense of powerlessness:  

The Meo girl children encounters trust deficit among the members of their social surrounding. 

Most of the parents disallow their girl children to play and participate with their peers 

especially in the co-ed school where male children also remain present or in the nearby park 

which reflects the existence of trust deficit between the girl chid and the parents. Within the 

school, some of the teachers also feel that girl children should not be encouraged in 

cocurricular or related activities. There are testimonials from the Meo girls as well as teachers 
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which support this understanding. Absence of encouragement on the part of teachers also 

makes most of the Meo girl children feel themselves powerless to change the situation. The 

sense of resistance or the demand for participation as a right has not developed among the 

Meo girls which may be attributed to their socialization. This is because these girls are 

socialized in the environment where they encounter the same situation prevailing around their 

social world- either within their school or in their residential vicinity. As a consequence, 

these girls have been unable to develop and force a sense of legitimate and rightful demand 

for themselves.  

Encountering marginalization: Living with breathing hope  

The geographical habitat of Mewat lack basic facilities in most of the schools. In context of 

non-availability of better infrastructure, dearth of better teaching faculties especially, female 

teachers, innovative methods of teaching which can involve students actively in 

teachinglearning processes, the Meo girls find schooling boring. Further, the male teachers in 

the schools are comparatively more in numbers than the female teachers. As a result, the 

parents and the community members hesitate to send their girl children to the school. This is 

largely due to their traditional thought, where male dominates the decision making for their 

children and female have almost no say in the same. Even the girls’ testimonials suggest that 

many times they feel themselves unable to communicate with male teacher, even with regard 

to their academic discipline. I understand that this is one of the reasons of having poor 

academic result which impact other domains of life. The findings also suggest that the Meo 

girls require motivation, guidance, love and affection not only from teachers and their family 

members, but, also from the community as a whole, as they feels themselves to be the victim 

of their circumstances upon which they have no control. The children desired that they should 

have access to quality education in their school which they think is essential for their 

development. The finding also suggests inconsistency in related services available in schools 

such as insufficient spaces for physical development, clean drinking water, proper library, 

playground and so on. The absence of these facilities does not let the girls participate in 

multiple activities in the school. Lack of teachers, especially the female teachers in general 

and specifically from their own community who could motivate, direct and guide is almost 

missing in most of the schools available around the geographical habitat in Mewat.   
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In spite of enumerable hurdles on the one hand, and realizing the importance of education on 

the other, the school going Meo girl children have devised mechanism which suggest that 

they are keen for their schooling and education. Majority of Meo children from MANUU 

School reflected high motivational level towards education during interaction. It emerged 

from testimonials that the female teachers working in the school have become a motivating 

factor for several Meo girl children as they hoped that they may also become teachers and an 

earning member within their family. Further, out of all the teachers in MANNU school, one 

of the female teachers belong to the Meo community. This teacher has also worked as a 

motivating factor and a breathing hope for the Meo girl children studying in the school. Thus, 

they found a role model in their teachers which has marred its impact upon their positive 

views towards education. Such role model is missing in other schools located in the vicinity 

which can impact the larger masses of girls. The positive hope of the Meo girl children 

towards education further reflects from their testimonials. These girls approached some of 

their school teachers residing nearby to their residential habitat in order to get help from them 

in their studies after their school gets over. The friendly and supportive behaviour of their 

female teachers provided the Meo girls a breathing hope to come out of their despair. Several 

other girls said that when they go to Delhi with their parents to their relatives, they often find 

girls in Delhi more developed educationally, economically or otherwise.   

 

Testimonials from the Meo girl children reflects that their exposure also have given them 

courage to come forwards for education and jobs. Thus, the children from the Meo 

community studying in the schools showed their encouraging hope and determination with 

their positive worldview and towards their life even when they have encountered so much 

hurdles in their life. Several girls at the same time feel that being a girl is a double 

disadvantage. The testimonials suggest that these girls had experienced discrimination on the 

part of world of male dominated society and within their family. However, their courage and 

motivating factors has made them confident and they are slowly paving way for 

exterminating their marginalization and keeping their hope alive.  
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The uncomfortable environment: Physical, sexual, emotional abuse  

Some of the children during the process of data collection also cited about abuse or ill 

treatment. Within the school and their geographical habitat the Meo girl children had 

experienced abuse in different forms varying from physical, sexual to emotional. Thus, at the 

very tender age they are prone to vulnerability. Some of the Meo girls experienced ill 

treatment such as yelling and shouting at them- both in the school by the teacher and at their 

home by their parents, threatening, lack of emotional support, loneliness and so on. A child 

between the ranges of 14-18 years mentioned about the physical and emotional abuse of her 

sister by a male teacher that she had gone through. When the parent of the girl came to know 

he stopped sending the child to the school. As a result, her sister dropped out of the school 

and studies. Though such testimonial is rare, but, it is assumed that there might be many other 

such cases. The excerpts from the detailed conversation (given below) reflect the abuse and 

dropout.   

Girl: Please don’t tell anyone, my sister left school because the sports teacher uses to 
tease her.  

Researcher: Did you not complain?  

Girl: No. We did not complained because people could have thought bad of her. Papa said 
that if we complain, the villagers would think bad of her.  

(Excerpt: G-3/N, Translated) 

However, very few among the sample respondents opened up to share such experience. The 

younger children with whom I interacted were not able to express their abuse in more 

comprehensive manner. The interaction with these children reveal that such abuses may be 

widespread however, these children do not get proper platform to share such issues either out 

of the fear, or social stigma related to it or in the absence of any protective mechanisms 

emerging out of such discussion. UNICEF, (2010) suggests that such abuse happens 

irrespective of place of work, nuclear or joint family. However, since such issues do not come 

in open, therefore, mechanism to deal in with such situation were not observed in schools.   

Concerns, despair and hope: Voices from the teachers and the parents   

The teachers during the interaction revealed that it is the absence of proper guidance to the 

Meo girls that they lag behind the others. They further said that the Meo girls are 
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extraordinary in their motivation and determination provided that they should be helped, 

properly guided and their parents convinced. They behave properly, and are hardworking as 

well as confident in their studies. However, they do show despair especially with regard to 

the thoughts prevailing in the larger male dominated society in their geographical habitat. 

Many a times the girls attribute the prevailing traditional thoughts of the males in the entire 

areas of Mewat responsible for their educational debacle. Such situation does not provide 

much opportunity for them to come forward. The teachers also highlighted that the 

government has to do more for their educational and health welfare. The female teachers 

showed despair in terms of safety prevailing in Mewat as it is quite unsafe for them to stay 

back in the campus for long hour and help the weak students. It also came to light from the 

teachers that the entire community fear that their male members would be targeted and 

implicated by the police in one or the other criminal cases. Such phobia- hypothetical or real- 

often impacts the education of their children because the parents often restrict movement of 

their girl children even in the nearby areas of their home. However, the teachers showed their 

hope, that, though at slow pace, the parents and the community members are coming forward 

for the education of their girl children and started sending them for schooling. It became 

possible as the parents developed a bond and hope in teachers as a result of community 

outreach and constant interaction with the parents. Further, they said that the girls remain 

highly motivated for schooling, which is a very positive sign for their education.     

The parents corroborated the testimonials of teachers and showed their constant worry for the 

safety of their girl children and despair due to negligence of the area on the part of the 

government. Many of the parents believe that it is very difficult to nurture the young children 

especially the girls in the stage of adolescents and their growing up. They feel that in the 

absence of restriction the girls will ruin the family. Therefore, they remain extra cautious and 

worried towards their girls children. They also showed despair towards their harassment by 

the police. They revealed that many a time the police harass them and pick their children in 

one or the other pretexts and often demand for illegitimate favours for releasing their 

children. Some of the parents and community members showed their despair saying that they 

would ever come out of such suspicious situation and will be considered proud citizen in their 

own country for which they had fought against the Mughals and the Britishers.  
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Discussion and Conclusion:  

This research has made it evident that there are several emerging issues that has come up in 

the process of analysis. There are substantial evidences to suggest that these children often 

face inequalities as a virtue of their circumstances. Even though, there is growing global 

concern for such marginalized children, however, it will take some time to fully estimate their 

plight as there is lack of major qualitative research database of such studies. This particular 

study as a part of Ph.D. research is a small step of such kind which provides an understanding 

upon such issues from the voice of children. The girl children in the present study reflected 

positive experiences of their educational journey in spite of hardship of life in such tender age 

that they have experienced. However, there are issues relating to physical and psycho-social 

environment which is one of the reasons of their distress. It is therefore, essential for the 

functionaries to reinstate the trust and feelings of safety among children. Developing these 

mechanisms will help in their educational progress. The whole study reveals that there is 

much need to be done in this area as far as research is concerned so as to understand the 

problem of children from their own voices and provide pragmatic and workable policy for 

education of such marginalized children.   
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